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11 + 4 = __ = R  12 + 1 = __ = V  14 + 3 = __ = D

16 + 5 = __ = S  20 + 2 = __ = C  18 + 0 = __ = L

13 + 1 = __ = I  11 + 1 = __ = O  15 + 5 = __ = N

15 + 8 = __ = Y  18 + 6 = __ = G  20 + 5 = __ = E

Recycling Activities
Dig up some new ideas!

Add and then decode to read the secret message below:

17 14 21 22 12 13 25 15

15 25 22 23 22 18 14 20 24
!

Baltimore County Bureau of Solid Waste Mgmt.

YOUR “WASTE,”
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.
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Things you can do every day!

- Place scrap paper into recycling bins at school and at home.
- Bring your lunch in reusable containers to reduce trash.
- Reuse old glass jars, plastic bottles, and metal cans to hold things like pencils.
- Encourage everyone in your home and all of your friends to recycle.

   Sofia says... 
Read below to discover more about recycling and composting!

Instead of using materials once and throwing them away, you can recycle them to save energy. 
Recycling saves enough energy annually to supply the needs of 9 million U.S. households. 
Recycling also cuts back on pollution from manufacturing, and reduces the destruction of natural 
resources that occurs when we obtain new materials. Recycling paper cuts down on air and water 
pollution, and reduces the number of trees being cut down from our remaining forests.

Compost is very good for garden growth because it improves soil and helps retain moisture, 
which feeds your plants. Composting also reduces the cost of maintaining your garden because 
you don’t need to buy different mulches and topsoil to keep your plants healthy. Worms, slugs, 
and snails within a compost bin are helpful in breaking down materials into a useful soil additive 
called humus.

Pirate Brainteaser:
The students at a pirating school are splitting up their loot - they have necklaces, bracelets, and rings.
Hairy Harry counted the necklaces and found out they were six short of five dozen. The students had
thirty more rings than necklaces and a dozen fewer bracelets than rings.
If there are thirty-five students, how many pieces of loot, provided they all receive 
an equal amount, will each student get?

Pirate Party Pointers!
- Set out pitchers of ice water instead of water bottles to reduce waste.
- Set out bins for recycling bottles and cans.
- Use washable cloth material to cover tables instead of disposable plastic.
- Encourage your parents to buy in bulk to reduce the amount of waste you produce.
- Make your own party platters and use your own dishes to reduce packaging waste.
- Cloth napkins can be an option, especially when throwing a small party.
- Give away uneaten food instead of throwing it away.
- Use your own silverware instead of plastic, or wash and retain plasticware for future parties.
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Solve the picture puzzle below
to fill in the blank:

By choosing to reduce, reuse, and recycle
you are being _________!
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Word Search Bank

recycle  landfills
bottles  litter
cans   earth
glass   conservation
cardboard  water 
aluminum  air
plastic  energy
newspaper  reduce
clean   reuse

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Word Search Unscramble the letters to learn more
about recycling in Baltimore County.

1. yceecrl   _______________
2. malumniu  _______________
3. rpaep   _______________
4. salgs   _______________
5. cpstial   _______________
6. mpsotoc  _______________
7. rewpnpsae  _______________
8. e-gncylic  _______________
9. cdradbroa  _______________
10. vaes nrgeey _______________

Who’s Who?
Edward England, Jack Rackham, Blackbeard, and Francis Drake are pirating teachers who encourage their 
students to recycle every day. One teaches Navigation, one teaches Sailing, one teaches Loot Division, and 
one teaches Pirate Lingo. Edward England and Blackbeard each say they aren’t very good with numbers. 
Last month, Jack Rackham and Blackbeard attended a recycling meeting held by the Sailing teacher. The 
Pirate Lingo teacher has invited Edward England to a pirate poetry reading and wants to invite Francis 
Drake too. Edward England says he’s never met the Sailing teacher.
Who teaches what?



Use the word bank below to complete the “Pirate Recycling Creed,” then share its information
with your family and friends!

We solemnly swear to __________________ because our natural resources “arr” 
limited, and we need to save our __________________.  By making products from 
__________________ materials instead of new materials, we conserve land.  We 
promise to recycle because it __________________ energy, since it usually takes 
__________________ energy to make recycled products.  Recycling also helps keep 
our __________________ and water clean, and saves __________________ space.  
When the __________________ that we recycle go into new products, they aren’t 
sent to landfills instead.

Word Bank:

materials  environment
recycle  saves 
less   air
landfill  recycled

Answers:  Page 1 (Break the code - discover recycling), Page 2 (Brain teaser - each student gets six pieces), Page 3 (Word scramble - 1. recycle, 2. aluminum, 3. paper, 
4. glass, 5. plastic, 6. compost, 7. newspaper, 8. e-cycling, 9. cardboard, 10. save energy;  Picture puzzle - responsible; Who’s who - Edward England teaches Navigation, 
Jack Rackham teaches Loot Division, Blackbeard teaches Pirate Lingo, and Francis Drake teaches Sailing), Page 4 (Break the code - Earth Day).

Do the math, and break the code to find out what now internationally recognized day
was established in 1970 in the United States:

10 36 16 15 20 27 36 12

10 x 2 = __ = H
9 x 3 = __ = D

8 x 2 = __ = R
3 x 5 = __ = T
4 x 3 = __ = Y

9 x 4 = __ = A
10 x 1 = __ = E


