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Reisterstown

Community Cemetery
Established 1764
by Jobn Reister

The Reisterstown
Community Cemeltery is
supported solely through
donations and volunteer work.

Notable Veterans Buried In The
Reisterstown Community Cemetery

Soldiers of the Revolutionary War
Jacob Medairy
Thomas Owings
Philip Reister
Roland Smith
Roland Smith, Jr.
Dr. John C. Snyder

Patriots Who Signed the Oath
of Fidelity to the Colonies
John Bausman
William Berryman
Henry Bushey
Jacob Eichelberger
Daniel Forney
John Fresh
Elijah Norwood
John Reister, Sr.
John Reister, Jr.

Soldiers of the Mexican American War
Samuel P Storm
Philip Doddridge Thomas

Confederate Soldiers of the Civil War
Peter Conrad
George Ellison
John Gore
Benjamin Stansfield
Henry Waggoner

Soldiers of the War of 1812
Thomas Aler
John Beckley
Jesse Bennett
Herod Choate
Soloman Choate

Soldiers of the War of 1812 (cont’d)
Henry Clark
Jeremiah Cook
Isaac Dickson
Jeremiah Ducker
Henry H. Ducker
William Dwyer
Michael Forney
William Gore
Thomas Gosnell
Samuel Harryman
William Jameson
Dominick Jessop
Charles Larsh
Nicholas Norwood
Peter Reister
John Snyder
Thomas Stocksdale
Solomon Stocksdale
George Thomas
Andrew Uhler

Union Soldiers of the Civil War
Robert Beckley
John Neal
Philip Reister Owings

Soldier of the Spanish - American War
William E. Hungerford

Soldier of World War 1
Frank Dorsey

Soldiers of World War I1
Morgan Gies
Clinton Trout




The History
Walking through this little cemetery is
like walking through history. Many of
the names in this cemetery are now
the names of familiar roads and
towns. The Reisterstown Community
Cemetery was founded in 1764 by
John Reister, the founder of
Reisterstown. John Reister designated
that 3/4 of an acre was to be used by
the entire community for a non-
denominational cemetery.

He also wanted a building erected for
use as a non-denominational combi-
national church, school and meeting
house. It was no coincidence that the
year in which John Reister gave the
property over to the residents of
Reisterstown was also the year that
colonists began to protest the tax acts
being passed by England and Wthh
led to the Revolutlonary War:

At thlS pomt in hlstory, Maryland was
loyal to the Church of England, and to be
buried in the yard ofa Churchof -
England meant that you had to pay a
hefty tax to the Crown. Foundmg the
Reisterstown Community Cemetery,
open to everyone, was John Reister’s
way of demonstrating resistance to
taxation without representatlon L

He appointed the ﬁrSt trusfees who
were to take care of the property. The
trustees have been appointing their
successors for over two centuries.

Interesting Facts About
The Cemetery and The
Church/School

There are over 600 graves in this cem-
etery, and there are over 500 grave
stones. The earliest recorded burial is
1765. However, the remains of the
marker have disappeared. The oldest
grave stone, dated 1774, is of Jacob
Reister, the 4 year old grandson of John
Reister.

Records show that the Church/School/
Meeting House was built in 1769 within
the walls of the cemetery, and it was
made out of logs. It was used as a school
six days aweek, and as a Church on
Sundays

In 182‘4‘reside‘nts of Reisterstown raised
the money to build a brick school next to
the cemetery. This brick school was
called Franklin Academy. It was the first
High School in the county. That same
brick school is now the Reisterstown

Public Library.

For 30 years the Franklin Academy and
the log church coexisted. The brick wall
surrounding the cemetery was con-
structed in 1854 .Unfortunately the Log
Church had to be torn down to make
room for the cemetery wall. But out of
the Log Church many other churches
were started in the area. ‘

The Restoration

The cemetery has weathered hundreds
of years well, but is now in need of
repair. The foundation in certain areas
has begun to sink, causing walls to be
unstable, and a vehicle accident caused
the back wall, which was built in 1854,
to collapse. The Trustees are taking
steps to begin the restoration process.

Because of its historical importance. the
cemetery is on the Baltimore County
Landmark List. That means that all
repairs must meet historic standards set
out by the county.

Due to the expense of the restoration of
historic landmarks, the Trustees will be
making repairs to the wall in stages.
Fund raising will precedecach stage of
the restoration. The cemetery will be
open to the public during all stages of
the restoration. :
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