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 GOUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND ~  «
- LEGISLA[IVE_SESSION 1995, LEGISLATIVE DAY NO. 10
” RBoOLUTION NO. 24-95 '

- MR;VIL_BRYANeMCINTIRE; COUNCILMAN -

BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL, MAY 15, 1995

A RFSOLUFION of the Baltimore County Council to adopt the Owings-

.;Mills Park and Open %pace Concept Plan as part of the Baltimore County
Mnster Plan 1989~ ?000

WHEREAS the Baltimore County Council adopted the Baltimore
County Master Plan 1989-2000 on Tebruary 5, 1990, and '

o WHEREAS, the Master Plan focused on the 1mportance of open space
in preserving the scenic and aesthetic values of the County and in
- providing recreational opportunities to citizens; and _

' WHERBAS Lhe Offlce of Planning and Zoning, in cooperation with
thedﬁepartments of Recrecation and Parks and Environmental Protection
'_ond”Resonrre Manngement,'prepared a comprehensive open space plan for
‘the Owings Mills Crowth Area; and '

WHDRFAS by Resolution adopted October 20, 1994 the Baltlmore

MCounty Planning Board adopted the Owings Mills Park and Open Space -
'Concept Plan, dated June, 1994 to constitute a part of and an

amendment to the Master Plsn and _
WHEREAS, the County Council held a public heﬂrnng on the -
recommended Owings Mills Park and Open Space Concept Plan on April 17,
1995. ' o _ o
'NOW, TIFREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF
BALlIMORE COUNTY MARYLAND that'the Owings Mills Park and'Open Space,d

.Concept Plen, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part

k"hereof be and it is hereby adopted and incorporated into the Baltimore'

t;-County Master. P]nn 1989-2000 to be a guide for the deve]opment of the

OW1ngs Mills Groth Area, subject to such further modlflcations as

deemed advisable by the County Council.

R02495/RES9S
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Baltimore County Government
Planning Board -

401 Bosley Avenue o o I ~ (410) 887-3211
‘Towson, MD 21204 ., Com | - ' ~ Fax (4’10) 887—5862_

- - RESOLUTION
Adoptlng and Recommendlng the
- D , ‘OWINGS MILLS .
o o PARK AND OPEN SPACE CONCEPT PLAN

WHEREAS the Baltlmore County Master Plan 1989-2000 "focused on

the 1mportance of open space in preserving the scenic and aesthetlc_

values of the County and 1n prOV1d1ng c1tlzens recreatlonal Oppor-
'-tunltles"-.and |

' uWHEREAS, the_Office of Planning and Zoning, in cooperation with the
- Departments of Recreation and Parks and Environmental Protection

‘and Resource Management, has prepared a comprehensive open space plan
for the Owings Mills Growth Area, and

"WHEREAS the draft of the Owings Mills Park and Open Space Concept
"Plan, dated June, 1994, was discussed in a Committee meeting on

July 21 and October 6, 1994 and was the subject of a public hearlng '
by the Plannlng Board on September 22, 1994,

.NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED pursuant to Section 26-81 of the
‘Baltimore County Code, 1988, that the Baltimore County Planning

'-Board hereby adopts The Owings Mills Park and Open Space Concept
Plan, June, 1994, as amended, to constitute a part of and an amend-

ment to the Baltlmore County . Master Plan 1989 - 2000 and

BE IT FURTHER“RESOLVEDf that Ehe-Owings Mills Park and Open Space
Concept Plan shall be transmitted to the Baltimore County Council

for adoptlon in accordance with Section 523(a) of the Baltimore
.County Charter B

- DULY ADOPTED by Vote of the Plannlng Board-
thlS 20th day of ‘October 1994 .

- et labn,

Pat Keller
Secretary to the Plannlng Board

PK/TD/me
ACTION. SUM/PZONE/TXTMJM

J Pnnted with Soybean Ink
S;) on Hecycied Paper
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gl Baltimore County, Maryland

Prepared by Baltimore County

Office of Plannlng .
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THE -WESTERN SECTOR

' _The Western Sector of Baltrmore County, as
1dent1fied in the current Master Plan, com-
prises 110 square miles. This area extends

~ from Baltimore Highlands, northwest through

- Catonsville, Woodlawn, Pikesville and Ran-

~ dallstown to Reisterstown and Glyndon.

5 Mostly urban, the Western Sector still con-
tains  si gmﬁcant ~rural and undeveIOped
“acrea ge -

The most identifiable open space systems
~ found in the Western Sector are the Soldier’s
Area '

Delight Natural Environmental
Patapsco Valley State Park and Diamond
Ridge Golf Course. These parks provide
recreation and open space amenities to many

- west side communities that have developed

Baltimore County Planning Board and
County Council for adoption. The Patapsco
plan was adopted on April 20, 1992. The
Owings Mills plan was held back because of

uncertainty concerning the proposed Red Run

‘Lake, which was the centerpiece of the plan.
- This revised Owings Mills Park and Open

Space Plan details a new concept for the

formerly proposed lake area, which will
- provide an equally excltmg focal pomt for

megs MlllS

. OWINGSMILLS GROWTH AREA

The megs Mills Growth Area was 1mt1ally
designated by the 1979 Master Plan. Sub-

-sequently, a detailed study was prepared for - '

‘without a fundamental open space plan.

Although the recreation needs are served well
by the local recreation councils, the paucity

__of quahty open space 1s nottceable .

__ megs Mrlls and Patapsco are two relattvely
undeveloped areas where the adoption of
- comprehensive park and open space plans are

feasible. The proposed greenway linkage
between these two areas will incorporate a

“the 13,000 acre area, which was formally

adopted in 1984 as an amendment to the

County Master Plan. The plan envisions
'Owings Mills as a densely developed urban
center offering a variety of convenient living,

working and 1e1sure opportunities for people
of diverse ages, incomes and interests. High

“standards of design quality are to be estab-

lished to ensure the development of a

desirable living and working environment.

significant part of the Western Sector into an

open space system When linked to Wood-

‘lawn via the Scotts Level Branch and the

“Gwynns Falls Greenways, Baltnnore County
will have a prototype open space system

connected with the City, and will set the

standard for other parts of the County

The Patapsco and megs Mrlls Park and' "

Open Space Plans were submitted to the

This includes a well planned and designed -
open space systern as a key element of the
commumty B -

The development of megs Mrlls as presen—

“ted by the Master Plan will provide for

populatlon and economic growth in a rational

‘manner, and will relieve development pres-

sures which the rural areas, older communi-
“ties and more environmentally scnsrtrve areas

have been expenencmg

megs Mllls Park and Open Space Concept Plan
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- LOCATION MAP: OWINGS MILLS AND PATAPSCO
- PARK & OPEN SPACE CONCEPT PLANS

KEY TO PLAN SYMBOLS |

' PARK & OPEN SPACK
CONCEPT PLAN AREA

- GREENWAY CONNECTION

PARKING

-,

FUTURE PARK & OPEN SPACE
CONCEPT PLAN AREA
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The time to implement an Owings Mills park  means of acquisition and of effective resource
and open space plan is now. The opportunity  utilization must be explored and employed.
to preserve meaningful open space will be This plan presents an approach that will
lost as Owings Mills develops. Aquisition of provide the basic framework of the open
parkland through the standard means of direct space system through the development pro-
purchase will be difficult because of the lack cess, describes a wide range of potential
of County funds and the decline of the state components and outlines a number of creative
sponsored Program Open Space. Innovative implementation strategies. '
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 rBACKGROUND

'The Owrngs Mllls growth area is planned to ; '
~provide an exceptional hvrng and worlong.._

designed to attract =major
businesses and offering a spectrum of attrac-

‘tive residential options. When completed,

Owings Mills will be a major urban center.
~New growth is expected to generate over

recreation and open space . needs of the
emerging megs Mills popalatlon The open .
space system will lend cohesrveness to the
fabric of the Owings Mills commumty The

system will be composed of both passive

recreation and active elements -- ballfields,
golf courses and tennis courts for active

“recreation, and passive recreation areas where -

40,000 jobs and provide homes for 40,000

people by 2020. Over 20 million square feet
of office/hlgh tech industrial space and 1.5

million square feet of retail space ate plan-

people can explore and interact with nature.
The open space concept includes visual

~amenities as well -- strategically located

ned. A significant amount of federal, state

-and local funds have been spent to provide a
state- of-the art metro and highway system.

“Initial* development activity includes the

reglonal Owings Mills Mall by the Rouse
Company and the development of office

Alexander and Alexander Blue Cross/Blue
Shreld Baltimore Life and T. Rowe Price.

'Constructron of the residential pmjemiié_

Owings Mills New Town was recently begun
and will eventually prov1de a varied mix of
- housmg for as many as 10 000 people

CONCEPT

_ 'Open space isa key element n the develop-, '

ment of Owings Mills as a desirable, attrac-
- tive and healthy place to live and work. This

~ headquarters for such major companies as

~_species atboretum .

green areas that soften the hard wurban

“surfaces, create buffers, and visually integrate

the environment. These green areas can
contain special landscaping or features to

create a distinctive identifying image.

The basic structure of the megs Mills open |
space plan is provided by a system of stream
valley parks or greenways stretching throughr
out the Owings Mills area. The centerpiece of
the stream valley: park is a 250-acre native
and acologtcal ‘garden

! ’:’propcsed in place’ of formerly proposed Red |
Run Lake. _ Augmentlng the greenways are a

design approach for lar

park and open space plan represents a

) _COmprehensive fapproach- in prov‘_iding for the

- series of mini parks providing neighborhood-
l-forlent*i‘”

d tecreation opportunltles, and several

h 3 Lt larger park srtes for - Sports-onented and
THE PARK AND OPEN SPACE -

reéreatlon ‘activities. A
'__,.,;,aped boulevards ,
and collector roads, buffering of 1-795 and

- gateway treatments is also proposed. These

components of the Owings Mills Park and
Open Space Plan are depicted on the maps on

pages 7 and ll and are more fully detalled |
below. o S

mega Mllls Park and Open Space Concept Plan
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STREAM VALLHY PARK SYSTEM

;The megs Mrlls stream valley park system
- will become part of the state-wide greenway

and the Inner Harbor. The Gwynns Falls

system of natural linear parks reaching in the

Baltimore area from the Pennsylvania line to
the Inner Harbor and the Chesapeake Bay.
The greenway system will preserve sensitive

- environmental areas -- streams, wetlands and

~ steep slopes -- and provide srgnlﬁcant wil-

<dlife habitats. Pedestrian and bicycle paths

located along the greenways will provide

- opportunities for passive recreation and

' en]oyment of these spec1al resources

In megs Mrlls the greenway system in-

~ cludes the four major stream systems -- Red
Run, Gwynns Falls, Horsehead Branch, and

"Locust Run.
' ;munltles lmkmg them together and connect-
megs Mills and of the reg1on

: Red Run wrll become the central focus of the

‘Owings Mills greenway system. The stream

originates at the Arundel quarry near exit 7 of

Falls continues through to Gwynns Falls Park

offers some unique recreational opportunities
in Owings Mills. Glyndon Elementary School

will provide a major access point to the
proposed greenway, with. parking and assoc-

iated recreational and educatlonal facilities
and programs. Planned road closings at

- Kendigs Mill Road and Timber Grove Road

provide . an opportunity to use the existing
pavement and bridges spanning the Gwynns
Falls for pedestrian and bicycle access from
the surrounding communities. Small picnic
sites, wildlife observation decks, and parking

“areas can also be developed in conjunction

with these access points. These small scale

1mprovements will provide spec1al amentrtres

~at very ltttle capital cost.
The greenways will weave . -

through the resrdentral and employment com- A path system utilizing the exlstrng sewer

_easement running adjacent to the Gwynns -
‘ing them with the major recreational areas of

- 1-795 and Franklrn Boulevard, and flows
southeastly, emptying into the Gwynns Falls
west of the Metro parkmg area. It is a trout
stream and the greenway 18 env1sroned for
prlmarrly passive recreational use. Excrtmg

‘open space opportunities exist, however, at ties should be designed in conjunction with

the former lake site near the town center

These are more fully detarled later in the

| plan . L'

__Wlthln megs Mrlls the Gwyrms Falls flows

~ southeasterly from the Glyndon Elementary

~School at ‘Bond Avenue to Painters Mill

‘Road, passing through residential and indus-

- trial areas. East of Owings Mills, the Gwynns

Throughom
Gwynns Falls flow through existing and

Falls southeast of Kendigs Mill will minimize
environmental impacts. The abandoned por-
tion of Bonita Avenue can be linked to the
Gwynns Falls trail, creating a looped Joggrng/ ,

~ exercising path accessible to the communities.

now developrng along megs Mllls Boule-s
vard North X . '

its length portlons of the
proposed industrial areas. Employee ameni-
the greenway and could include lunchtime

eating and recreation areas. An undevelop-
able, open parcel suitable for such activities

~exists at the northeast side of Reisterstown
- Road where the Gwynns Falls passes under

the roadbed

The headwatets of the Horsehead Branch are
located in the narrow valley between Lyons



 bridges””.

R Tt

‘Mill Road and Wmands Road at the sue of
Deer Park Middle and Elementary Schools,

- which can provide the major access point

with parking. The Horsehead Branch flows

j easterly to its confluence with the Gwynns

Falls just south of McDonogh Road. The

- proposed greenway system will link develop-

ments like Lyons Woods and Fox Ridge.

- Developments on the north side of Lyons

Mill Road can also be connected to the

~ greenway through local open space ° ‘land

The County is examining the
~ possibility of acquiring an active recreation
 site in this vicinity which could be linked to
~the greenway. The Horsehead Branch Green-

- way will be estabhshed as a natural wooded
corridor with a medium mtens1ty pedestnan -

path and selected p1cn1c areas.

o Locust Run is a trlbutary to the L1berty _1.
Reservoir. Its headwaters are just east of Deer

Park Road, north of Lyons Mill Road. Locust
Run flows through Soldier’s Deli ght Natural
- 'Envlronmental Area near its southern border,
as well as several future residential communi-

. ties. The greenway will be connected via

local open space linkages through future

‘residential areas to the Deer Park School site

~ and Horsehead Branch Greenway, and to the

Red Run School site and Red Run Greenway

‘Designated as a trout stream, the Locust Run

~ Greenway will be developed for low in-
tensny, passwe recreatlonal

cess will be based on negotiations with
individual land owners, and could include fee
sunple dedmatlons or access easements

MINI-PARKS

Developers of residential, commm'cial and
employment projects in Owings Mills are

“expected to provide a higher level, in both

quantity and quality, of recreational oppor-

tunities within their developments. These

could include such things as gazebos, flower
gardens, sculpture, benches, tot lots, open
lawn areas for free play or p1cnlckmg, court

fac111t1es or ball fields

While the :spec1ﬁc facﬂities provided will
serve the more immediate recreational needs
of the surrounding development, they should

‘be planned in an imaginative way, _mtegrated

with the proposed development, to maximize
their usefulness to the Owings Mills com-

'rnumty These mini-parks will be located
- throughout the Owings Mills . area, sited in

The megs Mills greenway system w111'

~consist primarily of the unbuildable forest

~ buffer area which will be dedicated to the

County through the development process and

the required local open space (L. O.S.) areas
designed within the communities as connec-
~ tions to the stream system. Acquisition of the

greenways outside of the development ,pro-

association with the greenway system to
'mcrease their acce831b111ty o

COUNTY ACTIVE RECREATION
SITES

Two school sites, Red Run and Deer Park
Schools, will provide ballfields and playing
court facilities for community use, but these
will not be adequate to serve all potential

residents of Owings Mills. The County will

examine the potential of aquiring additional
parkland at key locations within the growth
area. As mentioned earlier, the lack of
funding will necessitate the exploration of -

“alternative funding sources andfor innovative

acquisiton strategies.

megs Mllls Park and Open Space Concept Plan
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Expanslon of Soldier’s Dehght
- The Solcher S Deltght Natural Envrronmental

' ~ Area is a State-owned preserve encompassing
a unique geological formation. Referred to as

‘‘serpentine barrens’’ for its underlying rock
type, rugged surface and stunted pines,

- Soldier’s Delight contains a number of rare
_ and endangered plant species. This special
~ environment should continue to be preserved.
located
- within the boundaries of Soldier’s Delight
~ which are not sensitive and could be de-

There are, however some - areas

~ veloped for active recreation. These ateas, in
- conjunction with the acquisition of additional

‘adjoining lands through donation, local open
space dedication, or leasing, could offer State

~or County-wide active recreation opportuni-

o ties 'thmugh - a St'atea-iCo'unty? partnership.'.-

"Lands borderlng Red Run Greenway

Certatn parcels of land bordertng Red Run

~ have been identified as being desirable for

‘aquisition as part of the park system. These
- parcels include parcel 156, map 57, parts of

parcel 166, map 57, and parcel 293, map 67.
These all have potential to provide active or
special recreational opportunities, and could
be acquired through donation, local open

space dedication or direct purchase should
- funding become available. One property is
e currently in use as a summer day camp. Its

o aqu1s1t1on ShOuld only be pursued when and
1f the current use ceases e WeSTE

. Lands bordermg Locust Run Greenway

The land borderrng Locust Run at its head-
‘waters has been desi gnated as a ‘potential
public golf course site. Housing will be

- developed in conjunction with the golf course

to offset its construction costs, possrbly
through a publtc/prtvate partnershlp

Other land areas bordertng the proposed
Locust Run Greenway have been identified
for future acquisition to augment the green-
way and provide land for additional recrea- |

tional opportunities. These parcels may be

acquired through donation, local open space
dedication, or by a conservation easement
which would allow pubhc access.

CoverlBallard Property

This 105+/- acre site is stt‘ategrcally located at.
the proposed intersection of Owrngs Mills

Boulevard and Lyons Mill Road, and could
become the major active recreation center for

Owings Mills if funds could be found to

- purchase it for public use. The size and

characteristics of the property are 1dea11y'

~ suited for a variety of active recreation

facilities. Site development could occur in
phases, and be designed for flexibility to

- meet the diverse needs of the megs Mills '
populatlon B .

VI"SUAL QUALITY -

In addttton to greenways and formal parks |
other forms of open space should be ‘pro-
moted to enhance the visual quality of
Owings Mills. These forms of open space are
frequently undervalued and overlooked.

- When in place they can add immeasurably to

the v1sual and functronal quahty of a place

_ Entry landmarkslgateways .

The prlmary approach to 0w1ngs Mrlls w1ll- ;
be vra I-795 or the Metro Thts provides an

megs MlllS Park and Open Space Concept Plan I
- oy
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.~ Design of the
- accomplished through a national competition
T sponsored by Baltimore County and corporate

o _excellent opportumty for the placement of an
 entry landmark at the interchanges of 1-795

. with Owings Mills and Franklin Boulevards.
landmarks will be

~and civic interests. The design could be

PR conceived as a monument, archway or special
~ landscape treatment reflecting the image of

Owings Mills as a progressive, vrtal and
' envrronmentally -sensrtlvc urban center

" Special attentron 10 the design of develop-
* ment entrances will also be required. Provid-

- ing 31mple gateway entrances can make a
~ positive
Gateway de31gns may take various forms,
Jincluding landscaping, fountalns, ‘gazebos,

statement about a ‘community.

walls or columns. Identlfymg signage can be
incorporated into the gateway design, or the
. gateway can function by itself as a landmark

' Enhanced Roads |
" The ‘boulevards of Owrngs Mllls are to be

~ designed with center medians. Landscaping

~ will include tree and shrub plantings within
the median and along both sides of the rosd.
~ Selected median locations may also be plan-
ted with perenmals Collector roads are to be

landscaped on both sides with street trees,

- punctuated with ornamental perennial and
~shrub plantmgs at selected locations. Existing

 vegetation is to be preserved along I-795,

supplemented with additional landscaptng as
. necessary to create an attractlve vrsual buffer

wr _Preservanon of 1mportant scemc routes 7
' -and v1ews " A '

ZQQQ has desrgnated a number of scemc roads

in the vicinity of Owrngs Mills. Two of these
lie along the boundary of the Owings Mills

‘Growth Area: Deer Park Road and Garrison

Forest Road. In order to preserve the scenic
qualities of these roads, new dev elopment
should follow the scenic road de31gn gulde- _

lines of_the Dal lll A "N llll RACT

Vianual ot De

: 2 . - :
] ' - .-' .-. 'ﬂ
1\ A »

Pedestrlan and Blcycle Access

. Throughout the plan- area pedestnan and

bicycle paths should be constructed to pro-
vide maximum pedestrian/bicycle accessibi-

lity. The demand for these types of paths is N
amply demonstrated by the intensive use of

the Northern Central Hike and Bike Trail.
Wide, paved, and landscaped pedestrlan/btke -
trails are to be constructed along the major

boulevards and collectors to provide a com-
prehensive alternative transportatlon route
linking the major origin and desttnatlon- -
pomts wrthm megs Mllls B = ¥

It is expected that developers will be respon-
sible for the design and construction of

internal pedestrian and bicycle paths in

conjunction with normal sidewalks within
their developments. These paths are to be
connected with adjacent developments and
the Owings Mrlls greenway system o

NATIVE SPECIES ARBORETUM AND -

ECOLOGICAL GARDEN

" The orlgmal open Space plan for Owrngs o
 Mills proposed the development of a lake,
.' ~ through the construction of a dam on Red
“Run, in the vicinity of the town center. Red

Run Lake was to be the centerprece of

SR .wmgs Mllls Park and Open Space Concept Plan



'-:-megs Mllls, prov1d1ng an aesthctlc and
- recreational amenity for businesses and resi-

 dents and a pleasant, natural setting for hi gh
,_-,qualtty, hrgh densrty development around 1ts

N _banks

» .'The constructton of the lake no longer seems

feasible because of current envrronmental' .
o regulattons but an a]ternatrve open space

' - concept has been developed that can provide
the same level of benefit and opportunity for
Owings Mrlls development and also protect

- the Red Run trout stream environment. A
native species - ‘arboretum, developed and

‘and preserve the special stream valley

- envrronrnents that presently exist here. The
_arboretum is - envrsroned ‘as a major recrea-

‘tional and educational facility that could

- become of significance not only for Owings
Mills, and Baltimore County, but potentially

attractlng v1srtors from across the eastern

- seaboard, such as the Baltlmore Aquarlum

does in Baltimore City. This can be achieved
_through a combination - of careful planning,
-__utlltzatton and mana gement of the existing

natural and built resources, and the coop-
eration and mvolvement of area busrnesses

-and nnstltuttons

The arboretum proposal 1ncludes the follow-

_ mg key components

l Restoratron of the stream valley and its
' .natural habttats PR TN .

2 Controlled access. pomts w1th parkmg

' N _usmg Pleasant Htll and Old Dolfield Roads

-’3 A nature center constructed on an ex1st1n8 "

- foundat1on wrthtn the stream valley

T 'field succession

4 A hrerarchy of envrronmentally approprrate
trail systems '

B Integrated system of recreatronal

~ and mterprenve trails

e Htgh mtensrty blke tratls utthzrng

- existing paved roads ©

Y Low intensity = footpaths along '
. stream valley ﬂoor ' |

s, Interprettve areas. for naturally occurrlng_ - 
and constructed ecosystems '

e Forests-—-upland lowland pre- &

o e limax stages
~ managed at the site of the lake will protect ..c g - .

¢ Meadows--upland ‘lowland,; old e

e Flooclplarn -

'0 Wetlands--natural and man—made

¢ Becch grove

¢ Dayllly area
4+ Laurel area

. Reforestatron areas

0 Edge spec1es - , .
B " Constructed botamcal gardens

6. Desrgnated ﬂy ﬁshmg only catch and s

~return trout stream from Parnters Mill Road ,

to. Frankhn Boulevard

The Red Run stream valley contams some :
exceptronal plant communttres ‘with

spectacular spring, summer and fall color.
- Trail systems can be developed to link these

_communtties for
recreational

lnterpretatlve and
purposes.

regulations limit. construction and gradmg f

Owrngs Mrlls Park and Open Space Concept Plan B
A [14] » =g
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Concept Plan

N P2 (.7~ ANATIVE SPECIES ECOLOGICAL GARDEN

WU @] e

STREAM
EXISTING WOODS
vmo_uon._.mu REFORESTATION

UNIQUE SPECIES
_z._.mw_umm.__.zm AREA

EXISTING WETLANDS
..».z....»um WETLANDS
FORMER LAKE BUFFER
N
SECONDARY ENTRY POINT

SPECIAL FEATURE

FOOTPATH
WOODLAND TRAIL
RECREATIONAL TRAIL

BOARDWALK
FLY-FISHING ENTRY POINT

EXISTING/FUTURE LAND USE

LAKE AND FOREST BUFFER

A. DEDICATED FOREST
BUFFER

8. PARK ENTRANCE/IN-
FORMATION CENTER/
PARKING

C. THEMATIC/DISPLAY
GARDENS

D. WETLAND MITIGATION
FOREST PRESERVATION

E. BOTANIC GARDENS/
GREENHOUSES/NATUR
ALIZED TRAIL

F. PARK ENTRANCE/REST
AREA/TEACHING/
NATURE CENTER

G. WOOODLAND TRAIL/
INTERPRETIVE CENTER

H. FOREST
PRESERVATION/VIEWING
DECK

. WOODLAND TRAIL/
OVERLOOK =

GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOP-
MENTS THAT BORDER THE

PARK

BUSINESS BASED RESEARCH/
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES FOR
BOTANICAL GARDEN

FOREST BUFFER BEYOND
LAKE BUFFER AREA
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Forest Observation Deck

within wetland and floodplain areas which
~comprise much of the arboretum area. Use
can be made of Old Dolfield Road, once it is
replaced by Dolfield Boulevard, as a paved,
high intensity walking and biking trail
traversing the length of the arboretum.
Existing footpaths can be used along the
stream edge to provide access to the water
~and to fishing areas. Boardwalks can be
constructed to cross wetlands. Medium
intensity mulched walking trails can be
developed on some of the slopes of the
stream valley, with additional high-intensity,
paved trails at the tops of the slopes'
bordering the forest buffer. Benches, picnic
tables, descending decks, overlooks and
special interpretive areas can be strategically
located along the path system. Some
pathways could be lit with pedestrian scale
fixtures, extending their use into evening
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hours. The Nature Center and its adj acent
teaching meadow would comprise the focal
point of educational activities within the park.
An aviary could be constructed in association
with the arboretum to feature native birds.
The ‘‘Lee House,”” located at the west park
entrance, can provide restrooms, a

‘concession/restaurant, and park maintenance

facilities. At the south entrance, the
““Meadows’’ old ‘‘slave house’’ and bam
should be acquired to provide information,
restrooms, security and storage facilities.

The proposed arboretum will utilize all 250
acres that would have been part of the lake

buffer area. Approximately 200 acres is part

of the unbuildable forest buffer area gener-

“ated by Red Run, and its associated tribu-

taries, wetlands, floodplain and adjacent steep
slopes. The remaining 50 buildable acres

megs Mills Park and Open Space Concept Plan
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~ occur as isolated parcels varymg from two to
- ten acres. These parcels provide significant
. Opportumtles for more intense park develop-
- ment including parking, interpretive nters,
- and formally constructed botanical gardens or

for wetland mit1 gatron and reforestatlon

5 areas.

" The development of the arboretum concept
-+ can be further enhanced by the encourage-

ment of supportive development of the
properties that border the park. Adjacent

. _development should be of a quality and

orientation that complements the functions

and scenic qualities of the arboretum. Devel-

' opment guidelines should be established to
encourage the supportrve desrgn of the fol-
lowmg elements ' -

.1 Srte planmng _. Lo .
s a) Envrronmentally sensmve desrgn -
- b) Burldlng and parking layout
~ ¢) Land grading .

d) Recreatronal and open space planmng
£ e) Landscaptng “

N -"'f) Scenic enhancement of park edges : -

2 Architectural design
a) Complement park character &

) Scale/massrng -

- ©) Relauonsh1p to topography
: _d) Archrtectural detarlrng and finlshes N

- In addition, loopcd bike and recreatronal
~ paths should be constructed along Red Run

and Dolfield Boulevards and around the
perrmeter of the arboretum to provide for

bike and pedestrian access. Intensive recrea-

tional facilities such as ballfields and playing
courts should be developed in the surround-
ing area and connected by recreational trails.

- Corporate gardens, mcludmg sculpture gar-
dens should be promoteéd in ernployment -
areas and linked to the arboretum. '

Envrronmentally-based or ecologlcally sym-

pathetic business should be encouraged to
locate adjacent to the arboretum. A portion of
the Daniel Mills property is identified as
having potential for a business or institution
based environmental research and education
center. The center can interact with the
arboretum, providing additional facilities
which support 1t Potentlal facrhtles could '
include: -

& Research laboratOries, clas‘srooms,' '
- auditorium, ofﬁces ' . a s
- ¢ lerary '

¢ Glass houses (for specml envrron-'
ments) .

¢ Sensory gardenj Children’s garden -
¢ Nursery and native plants |

. Observatory and weather station

4 Telecommunication system for .

. mtemattonal exchange program

. Amphrtheater

B Water garden .

& Water quality momtonng station

o - 0 Avrary

The center could be established and operated '
through a County partnership with one or

Owinge Mllls Park and Open Space Concept Plan
_ - [21] -
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PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

In general 1mplementat10n of this plan w1_11 |
employ the standard methods of acquiring
land through negotlated purchase whenever

funds are available, dedication of forest
buffer through the development process,

‘voluntary easements, and Local Open Space
requirements. Because this area is one of the
- County’s designated growth areas and zoning
classifications have been applied to encourage
high densrty development, the development
community is expected to exercise a higher
- degree of participation in provrdmg open
space and recreation elements in their pro-

posals in accordance with the adopted

Owings Mills Master Plan and this megs-
_Mrlls Park and Open Space Plan. '

As part of the 1984 Comprehenswe Zonmg-
 Map Process all of the propetrty owners who
~ owned land within the proposed lake area

signed an agreement called the Recrprocal
- Regional Development Agreement. The

agreement established the dedication of the
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: lake area to the County, as well as, among

other things, a provision that the County

_would finance, through its caprtal unprove- )
- ment program (C.L.P.), the major road, water

and sewer Improvements. Baltimore County

~was not a signature to the agreement, but is
-consrdered a thrrd—party benefic1ary '

Whrle the speclﬁc trrneframes for C I. P

 commitment have not been achieved, the

County has proceeded in good faith to
comply with the overall intent of the agree-
ment. The County is still committed to the
extension of the sewer, water and road
projects which will provide the needed
infrastructure for the development of Owings
Mills. The zoning requested was put in place

and indeed further ad_)ustment was made as
'deerned necessary |

The new arboretum concept can provrde an

‘equally exciting showcase feature for Owings
Mills, The natural beauty and rugged topog-

raphy of the area are important qualities that
form the foundatron of the park. These same

megs Mrlls Park and Open Space Concept Plan
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features have already attracted unsupervised

recreational use of the area which has
unfortunately resulted in an apprecrable
amount of environmental destruction, particu-
- larly from off-road vehicles. The dedication
dited to -
protect against further destructlon of its

of the arboretum lands should be expe

natural features.

of the arboretum will hkely involve a

- combination of public and private efforts.

- Corporate sponsorship of particular areas
within the arboretum should be encouraged
~ for example:

"¢ The selective removal of non-native
species and the replantrng of a specr- .

- fic varlety or grouprng of natrve-
species. '

B ¢ The installation of a series of plant. N
RS | 1dent1ﬁcatlon stations.

¢ The provision of benches, over-
looks or other structures.

¢ The construction of specral botanr- .’
~ cal gardens such as perennial gardens,
~ herb gardens, water gardens with a
- focus on the attractiveness and useful-
ness of native species. -

- specrahzed research and education
about native species in an urban
. environment. - -

¢ A County-corporate sponsored '
design competition (nationally or
internationally) for large natural or
organic sculptures to be featured in a
~ sculpture garden or at strategic loca-
' tions along the edge of the park.

An Owrngs Mrlls Arboretum Board of Gover-

nors should be established with the authority

to sohcrt funds through contrlbutrons dona-

tions, and in-kind services, to be used for the
arboretum’s development and programs. The
Board would be formed under the Depart-

ment of Recreation and Parks and would

consist of representatrves of the corporate and

residential communities as well as representa-

tives of the National Atboretum, Baltimore

~ Zoo, and other arts, community, hortrcultural '
T _ . . ~ and nature conservancy groups.
~ Once acqurred development and management

- The Owrngs Mills Recreatlon and Parks

Council will continue to provide programs

~ for the active recreation sites in Owings

Mills. This group should also be part of the

~ Arboretum Board. Programs provided by

both organizations should be co-ordinated to
maximize recreation and educational oppor-

_ tunrtres for the Owrngs Mills populatlon

“As more greenways are developed throughout

the County, the issue of security becomes
more important. The State-operated North
Central Trail offers a model of how a
combination of active use and security patrols
can produce a safe recreational environment.
The County Recreation and Parks Department
should take on the responsibility of providing

‘security of the County’s parks and green-

ways. A position should be created for a park
supervisor who would recruit volunteers such .
as college students or senior citizens to patrol

- trails within the County’s parks and green-
ways. While these volunteers would not have

police powers they would be provided with
communication equipment to call county
police when necessary. The volunteers wrll
provide a feeling of . security and act as a
deterrent to inappropriate behavior. Prior to
the implementation of the plan as it relates to
access by the general publrc, the stream
valley parks and their  interconnection, the
security and property rights of the adjacent
land owners will be consrdered respected
and resolved B

Owrngs Mrlls Park and Open Space Concept Plan g
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A FINAL NOTE

o One hundred years ago, Baltlmore Clty had the foresight to plan for its parks durlng its era of

- rapid expansion. Now Baltimore County has the responsibility to provide adequate park and
~ open space for its major growth area. To quote Frederick Law Olmsted, the renowned
. landscape archltect who, along with his sons, planned Baltunore C1ty s'park system:

... [Olpen spaces such as parks, can be secured only by joint action; they are not inevitable
products of city growth, and if these are to exist, every generation during which the city grows

“must exert itself to add more of them, keeping pace with the erection of new buildings and the
extension of streets. ' '

Today in Owings Mllls, the partnershlp of Baltimore County and prlvate developers must be

- committed to providing a comprehensive park system. The implementation of the Owings Mills

Park and Open Space Plan will assure land preservation and recreational opportunities for the
_ enjoyment not only of present county re31dents but also for future generatlons

Owings Mills Park and Open Space Concept Plan
. - 27T
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