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COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND
Legislative Session 2012, Legislative Day No. 19

Resolution No. 83-12

Councilmembers Quirk, Oliver, Huff & Almond

- By the County Council, November 5. 2012

A RESOLUTION of the Baltimore County Council to adopt the Western Baltimore County
Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan.

WHEREAS, the Eastern Baltimore County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan for the Fifth, Sixth
and Seventh Councilmanic Districts was adopted by the County Council as a part of the Master Plan on
November 6, 2006 (Resolution 87-06); and

WHEREAS, the Western Baltimore County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan for the First,
Second, Third and Fourth Councilmanic Districts was prepared by the Department of Planning in response
to the recommendation of the Master Plan for the development of a countywide plan for a comprehensive
bicycle network and improved pedestrian facilities and transportation options; and

WHEREAS, the Plan was developed by an adviéory committee composed of citizens, elected
officials, and repreéentatives of county and state government agencies; and

WHEREAS, on April 5, 2012, the Baltimore County Planning Board held a public hearing on the
proposed Plan and voted, on April 19, 2012, to approve the Plan as an amendment to the Baltimore County
Master Plan 2020; and

WHEREAS, the County Council held a public hearing on the proposed Plan on October 15, 2012;
now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND,
that the Western Baltimore County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan, a copy of which is attached hereto
and made a part hereof, be and it is hereby adopted and incorporated into the Baltimore County Master Plan

2020, subject to such further amendments as deemed advisable by the County Council.
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READ AND PASSED this /9TH day of NOVEMBER, 2012.

- BY ORDER

/[ {W } /4'4%@/// “fy

ThomasJ Pec{icﬁcmd Jr.
Secretary

ITEM: RESOLUTION 83-12




Executive Summary

This plan is the second phase of a county-wide master plan for improving
bicycle and pedestrian access. It covers the western side of the urban county.

Like the first phase of the plan for the eastern side of the county, the second

phase was developed through a planning process in which citizens living in the
area indicated the how they would like to make Baltimore County more accessible by walking and bicycling.
They addressed each of the five “E’s” of active transportation planning, including Engineering, Education,

Encouragement, Enforcement, and Evaluation.

The Engineering section of this plan provides recommendations for improved pedestrian facilities, on-road
bicycle facilities, and shared used paths. The Encouragement, Education and Enforcement sections discuss
supportive programs, such as safety training, as a necessary part of creating a successful walking and bicy-

cling environment.

The fifth “E,”Evaluation and Planning, is perhaps the most important of all the topics discussed in the plan.
This section refers to the variety of strategies that will be needed to implement the plan. Because most of the
urban county has been developed in a conventional suburban pattern, retrofitting improvements for pedestrian
and bicycling will be a challenge, both physically and financially. The plan’s recommendations and priorities
are directed toward the most cost-effective ways of improving the walking and bicycling environment, and
stressing alternatives to county funding, which are especially important under the current economic climate.
For example, for many roads, bike lanes can be created by narrowing traffic lanes, accomplished when a road
is resurfaced at a minimal cost. Grants can be obtained to assist with the construction of some facilities, and

community and private involvement can also be sought.

It will take a considerable investment in time as well as funding to create a county-wide active transportation
system. Through its recommendations, this long-range planning document provides the guidance needed to begin
the process. With the adoption of this plan, improvements and programs can become eligible for outside fund-
ing. Developers can incorporate facilities into their projects, and communities can begin to look for ways to

assist as volunteers.

As the county continues to evolve, creating environments that support walking and bicycling will become
increasingly important in maintaining the county’s quality of life. Walking and bicycling provide the basic
elements of a multi-modal transportation system, a system that will be less reliant on oil, produce less pollution,
and address traffic congestion. In addition, the many other benefits that come from these active transportation
modes—better physical health, expanded recreational opportunity, and improved community cohesion—will

substantially contribute to ensuring the sustainability and livability of Baltimore County’s communities.
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