
IN RE: ADMINISTRATIVE WAIVER (Pier)      *               BEFORE THE OFFICE 
  (2022 Poplar Road) 
  Allen and Louise Wright   *             OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
           Petitioners       
                    *         HEARINGS FOR 
                                    
                  *        BALTIMORE COUNTY 
              

          *        PERMIT NO.  B839231 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

 
OPINION AND ORDER ON ADMINISTRATIVE WAIVER (PIER) 

 Petitioners wish to construct a 6' x 80' pier on their waterfront property of a single family 

home located at 2022 Poplar Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21221.  Upon an objection raised by 

their adjacent neighbors Maynard and Lynn Lewis, a hearing was scheduled.  

 After proper notice, the hearing took place before me on November 12, 2014.   Present 

were the Petitioners Allen and Louise Wright, Scott O’Day of O’Day’s Marine Construction, 

representing the Petitioners, and Maynard and Lynn Lewis, Protestants. 

 At the hearing, Mr. O’Day presented multiple plats, representing several options for the 

construction of the subject pier.  He described the natural constraints of the location and their 

effect on each of the possible construction options, all of which included a boatlift attached to 

Protestants already existing pier.  

 A discussion was held on and off the record by all parties.  It was agreed that an 

alteration of the angle of the proposed pier away from Protestants pier would resolve the 

Protestants objections and allow the new pier to be constructed. However, to maintain the 

proposed length of the new pier at 80', a side setback variance of 2' in lieu of the required 10' on 

the property line of adjacent 2020 Poplar Road would be needed. The record was kept opened 

and the parties agreed to consult and submit an agreed upon plat for the new pier. 
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 The parties have since jointly submitted a plat for the proposed pier, noting in detail the 

angle and the measurements of the project as well as the distances from each adjacent property 

lines.  As indicated, a variance of one of the side setbacks is, however, necessary in order to 

maintain the requested length of the new pier.   

 To obtain variance relief requires a showing that: 

(1)   The property is unique; and 
(2)   If variance relief is denied, petitioner will experience a practical 

difficulty or hardship. 
 

Trinity Assembly of God v. People’s Counsel, 407 Md. 53, 80 (2008).  

 Petitioner has met this test.  The nature of the shoreline and its relationship to the 

adjacent property lines as well as the pre-existing boat ramp renders this a unique situation.  

Further, Petitioner would suffer a practical difficulty if a variance was not granted, as under 

those circumstances the proposed pier could not be constructed as agreed to by the parties.  I 

further find that the variance can be granted in harmony with the spirit and intent of the B.C.Z.R.  

and in such manner as to grant relief without injury to the public health, safety, and general 

welfare. 

 THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, this 11th 

 6' x 80' at 2022 Poplar Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21221; and that said pier to be constructed is 

set forth in the jointly approved plat attached hereto and made a part of this Order.   

day of December, 2014 by the Administrative 

Law Judge for Baltimore County, that Petitioners be permitted to construct a new pier 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a variance is hereby granted to permit a side yard 

setback of 2' in lieu of the required 10'` on the property line adjacent to 2020 Poplar Road.  

 

 



 3 

 

  The relief granted herein shall be subject to the following: 

1. Petitioners may apply for appropriate permits and be granted same upon 
receipt of this Order; however, Petitioners are hereby made aware that 
proceeding at this time is at their own risk until such time as the 30-day 
appellate process from this Order has expired.  If, for whatever reason, this 
Order is reversed, Petitioners would be required to return, and be 
responsible for returning, said property to its original condition. 

   

This decision may be appealed to the Baltimore County Board of Appeals within Thirty 

(30) days of the date of this Order. 

 
 
 
            
       _______Signed_____________________ 
       LAWRENCE M. STAHL   
       Managing Administrative Law Judge for  
JEB:sln      Baltimore County 


