
 License Your Pet 
It’s the law! 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Baltimore County law requires that all 

cats and dogs have a valid license.  
You must have proof  of  a current rabies 

vaccination to obtain a license.  
 

Baltimore County pet licenses are 
available at the following locations:  

 

Department of  Permits, Approvals 
and Inspections  

County Office Building  
111 West Chesapeake Avenue  

Towson, Maryland, 21204  
Phone: 410-887-3353  
See lobby booth attendant  

 

Baltimore County Library Branches 
Phone: 410-887-6100  

 

Baltimore County Animal Shelter 
13800 Manor Road  

Baldwin, Maryland 21013  
Phone: 410-887-PAWS (7297)  

 

Online  
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/animallicense  

 If  you find or have a lost pet, call  
Baltimore County Animal Services 

immediately at  

410-887-PAWS (7297) 

Under the law, lost pets must be 
turned into Animal Services  

within 24 hours.  
 

Many owners contact Animal Services  
and visit the Animal Shelter,  
looking for their lost pets.  

 

If  the owner does not redeem their pet within 
three days, the pet may be adopted by the 

person who found it. If  that person does not 
want to adopt the pet, it will be made available 

for adoption by the general public or 
transferred to an approved rescue partner.  

Baltimore County Department of Health  

Animal Services Division  

13800 Manor Road | Baldwin, Maryland 21013  

Phone: 410-887-PAWS (7297)  

TTY users call via Maryland Relay  

ilostmypet@baltimorecountymd.gov  

www.baltimorecountymd.gov/go/pets  

Healthy people, living, working, and playing in Baltimore County  
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Lost Pets Guide 



What a Pet Owner  
Should Do  

Check Your Pet’s Favorite Places  
 Search your own property thoroughly.  

 For cats, don’t forget to look up into trees 
and down into storm drains. Consider 
renting a humane cat trap from a rental 
center.  

 When searching for your pet, take its 
favorite squeaky toy and a box of treats. 
Squeak the toy and rattle the box while 
calling your pet. Then listen for a response 
from your pet.  

 Talk with people who live or work in the 
area. Ask them to keep an eye out for  
your pet.  

 

Search Shelters  
 Visit the Baltimore County Animal Shelter 

and other local animal shelters in person to 
look for your pet. Be sure to take proof of 
ownership (rabies vaccination or licensing 
record) with you to the shelters to claim 
your pet.  

 Unless your pet is wearing its required 
license, other form of identification or is 
micro-chipped, shelter staff may not be able 
to assist you over the phone.  

 File a lost pet report and attach a clear 
photograph. If your pet is a purebred, ask 
for a referral to the area breed rescue group.  

 

Check the Website 
Visit www.baltimorecountymd.gov/lostpets 
to see photos and information on stray animals 
that get recovered from neighborhoods daily. 

Stray Hold Policy 
The Baltimore County Animal Shelter holds lost pets 
for their owners for three days. After three days the 
animal may be adopted to a new home, sent to a 
rescue group, or euthanized.  

 

Email Baltimore County  
Send an email to the Animal Shelter at 
ilostmypet@baltimorecountymd.gov. In the email, 
include any or all of the following about your pet: 

 license number 
 microchip information  
 size, color, breed, and sex 
 color of collar (if wearing one) 
 where and when it was lost 
 any other pertinent information  
 a picture of your pet 

 

Post “LOST PET” Flyers  
Post “lost pet” flyers with a photo and description of 
your pet at the following locations:  

 Animal Shelters  
 Groomers  
 Vet Clinics  
 Pet Stores  
 Other public places  

 

Use big, bold lettering. Include your phone number 
and neighborhood. Do not include your name  
or address.  

 

Place Ads on the Internet  
Place a notice in Craigslist under the “lost and 
found” column. Also use other social media, like 
Twitter and Facebook. Consider offering a reward, 
but do not specify the amount. Withhold one or 
two features about your pet, so if someone calls you, 
there will be a way to be sure that it is your pet that 
they have. Beware of scam artists who take advantage 
of worried pet owners.  

 

 
Lost Pet Prevention Tips  

 Have your pet micro-chipped as a 
permanent form of identification. This 
painless procedure does not substitute  
for a pet license, but it can help to return 
your pet.  

 The Baltimore County Animal Shelter 
offers micro-chipping for $10. No 
appointment necessary, but please  
call first.  

 Attach an identification tag, rabies tag,  
and license to your dog or cat’s collar. 
Check the tags often to be sure that they  
are easy to read.  

 Keep your cat safe indoors and keep your 
dog leashed or supervised inside a secure, 
fenced yard. Put a lock on your gate. It is a 
violation of County law to allow animals to 
run at large.  

 Get your pet spayed or neutered. Pets that 
are “fixed” are less likely to roam away  
from home and tend to live longer,  
healthier lives. To schedule your pet for a 
spay/neuter appointment, visit  
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/spayneuter.  

 For questions about our spay/neuter 
services, call us during normal business 
hours or email us:  

410-887-PAWS (7297), option 1  
spayneuter@baltimorecountymd.gov 


