
 

Baltimore County, Maryland 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 

October 21, 2015 
8:00 AM to 9:00 AM 

Executive Conference Room 
Old Court House, Mezzanine Level 

400 Washington Avenue 
Towson, Maryland  21204 

 
MINUTES 

 
Attendees 
 
Kim Barranco, Baltimore City Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
Celena Falline, Maryland Department of Juvenile Services 
Phyllis Hall, Director, Bureau of Behavioral Health 
Chief James W. Johnson, Police Department 
Donna Morrison, Deputy Administrative Officer 
Deborah Richardson, Director, Department of Corrections 
Scott Shellenberger, Baltimore County State’s Attorney 
Donald Schlimm, Local Management Board 
Timothy Sheridan, Circuit Court Administrator 
Sharon Tyler, Department of Corrections 
Judge Alexandra Williams, District Court for Baltimore County 
Donald Zaremba, Office of the Public Defender 
 
Welcome/Approval of Minutes 
 
Chief Johnson welcomed everyone to the October meeting of the Baltimore County Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council.  Minutes of the June 9, 2015 meeting were presented, and a motion was made, 
seconded, and carried to adopt the minutes as presented. 
 
Committee Reports & Updates 
 
Domestic Violence Coordinating Council:  No report 
 
Offender Employment Network:  No report.  Sharon Tyler reported that the committee was scheduled 
to meet in November.  
 
Forensic Mental Health Workgroup:  Committee report was distributed prior to the meeting and will be 
filed with the minutes of this meeting.  Ms. Tyler reported there are few community providers willing to 
accept these patients.  Judge Williams advised that there are simply not enough beds and rather than 



beds opening up for incompetent patients on a first come, first served basis, it has become those who 
are more outspoken. If patients could be returned to jail after competency determination and while 
awaiting court date, then beds would free up.  Keeping patients in beds awaiting court limits turnover.  
There needs to be a queue unless someone is dramatically ill.  Scott Shellenberger mentioned the shift 
of State funds from DOC to DHMH with the idea to create more treatment beds for drug treatment and 
mental health.  This shift in funding will need legislative approval.  The first hurdle will be to find the 
money.  The report of the Justice Reinvestment Coordinating Council is due to the legislature in 
December.  The next meeting of the Forensic Mental Health Workgroup is scheduled for November 18, 
2015.   
 
Juveniles/Disproportionate Minority Contact Committee:  No report.  Discussion of new law, as of 
October 1, a Judge is required to hold youth that are charged as adults in a juvenile facility, as long as a 
bed is available.  In Baltimore County, we are working to move them to Charles Hickey School.  Ms. Tyler 
reported that as of last week, we have had only 2.  Tim Sheridan reported that Chief Judge Barbara has 
issued a non-shackling resolution for juveniles once they are brought into court.  We are honoring that 
in Baltimore County. 
 
Other Business/Updates: 
 

• Chief Johnson reported that the County Executive and the Baltimore County Police Department 
have announced the use of Body Worn cameras and are in the procurement process.  By July 1, 
we will have 150 units in the field.  We will eventually equip 1,000 of our field officers.  One of 
the greatest challenges of this new initiative is the redaction of images on video. The Police 
department will add 21 positions for this reason and the State’s Attorney will need an additional 
6 positions to review and redact videos.  Another challenge we face will be PIA requests.  
Following the shooting in Reisterstown a few weeks ago, we opted to release the video, 
recognizing the power of the video.  It is a tool that has its place in public safety, while allowing 
for autonomy by the officer.  Another significant issue facing the Police Department is the 
increase in expungement and shielding requests, which have significantly increased the 
workload.  The State’s Attorney has also seen a significant increase. The District Court also 
reported over 4000 requests for expungement cases with 2 clerks. 

 
• Kim Barranco reported that since the Baltimore City Jail has closed, transportation flow has not 

been an issue in the City.  DOC has been the issue.   
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting date is December 8, 
2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Morrison 
Criminal Justice Coordinator 
 

 
 


