BALTIMORE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABILITY

GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT SECTION
EXISTING PRIVATE WELL AND OSDS ASSESSMENT

In accordance with the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR 26.04.02.03 F(4)), Baltimore County
may not issue a building permit or change of use permit for a property utilizing an onsite sewage
disposal system (OSDS) and private water supply unless the county can certify that the existing
onsite sewage disposal and water supply systems are “capable of treating and disposing the
existing sewage flows and meeting the water demand and any reasonable foreseeable increase in
sewage flows or water demands.”

These requirements will be applied to permits for additions, alterations for residential use, as well
as additions, alterations, and changes of use at commercial facilities, as well as changes of
operator/ownership for food service facilities that utilize a private well and OSDS. The
requirements will also be required for subdivision approval where existing dwellings are to remain
or when an existing well or septic system will serve new construction.

To determine the adequacy of an OSDS, the Department of Environmental Protection and
Sustainability (EPS), Ground Water Management Section requires the following information:

1. Adescription of all OSDS components;

2. Ascaled site plan showing the location of all OSDS components and repair areas in relation
to the onsite buildings, property lines, roads, and water supply;

3. An assessment of the condition and functionality of each component of the OSDS;

4. A summary of repairs and/or maintenance done on the OSDS (e.g. frequency of pump
outs);

5. An estimate of the current and/or historical wastewater flows to the OSDS (flows must be
justified through actual water meter information or based on MDE and/or US EPA
wastewater flow estimates); and

6. An estimate of the future wastewater flows to the OSDS based on the changes being
proposed.

To determine the adequacy of the water supply, EPS, Ground Water Management requires the
following information:

1. The age and description of the well (total well depth, casing depth, well yield);

2. Ascaled site plan showing the location of the well relative to the OSDS, onsite buildings,
property lines, and roads;

3. Adescription of any water treatment on the water supply;

4. A summary of historical bacteriological and chemical water quality information;

5. An estimate of the current and/or historical water usage at the site; and



6. An estimate of the projected future water usage at the site based on the changes being
proposed.

To facilitate expeditious review of the required information, 2 separate forms have been
developed to be submitted along with a site plan. Depending on the thoroughness of the
submittal and the proposed use at the subject property EPS may require additional information.
The OSDS Inspection Form should be completed by a licensed sewage disposal contractor or other
qualified professional and will involve a detailed field inspection of the OSDS and pumping of the
septic tanks. The Water Usage Summary should be completed by the facility owner/operator.
Prior to completing either form, it is recommended that all available records for the subject
property be requested from the Ground Water Management Section.

Be advised, that percolation tests may be required to determine if there is adequate sewage
disposal area to support the proposed use. Excavation or video inspection of the OSDS maybe
required to locate and inspect all system components. In addition, if EPS concludes that the
proposed changes will result in an increase in sewage flows necessitating an expansion of the
existing soil absorption system, a sewage pre-treatment unit incorporating the best available
technology (BAT) for nitrogen reduction will be required on the OSDS, in accordance with COMAR
26.04.02.07A.

Be advised that well yield testing and water quality testing may be required. If EPS concludes that
the water supply is not adequate to serve the proposed changes, or that water quality does not
meet acceptable potability standards, a new well or modifications to the water treatment system
may be required.
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BALTIMORE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABILITY

0SDS INSPECTION FORM (page 1)

Date of inspection

Inspector Company

Property Address District_
City Zip Code

Owner Phone

Address

Type of Property

Commercial Residential Seasonal

Type of Business

Occupied Y/N Number of Occupants Vacant Y/N If Yes, How long?

Number of Bedrooms Number of Employees/Day

Sewage Disposal System Components

State the number, size, construction, number of compartments and age for each tank present:

Manhole Riser To Grade? Yes/No  Observation Pipes on Tanks? Yes/No
Effluent Filter Present? Yes/No Baffles are Present/Intact Yes/No

Notes:

Conveyance Pipes from House to System: Plastic/Iron/Other

Is there a Sewage Pre-Treatment Unit (BAT) Installed? Yes/No

If Yes, Type AGE (If BAT is present, include a
separate sheet documenting the O & M provider and latest inspection report.)

Pump Chamber Present? Yes/No If Yes, Size Plastic/Concrete
Manhole Riser to Grade? Yes/No

Notes:




BALTIMORE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABILITY

0SDS INSPECTION FORM (page 2)

Distribution Box Present: Yes/No Is it Level? Yes/No Observation Pipe? Yes/No
Notes:
Trenches: Number Length Depth Width Amt of Stone

Observation Pipes? Yes/No  Amount of effluent in Pipes

Seepage pits: Number Depth Width Stone Enclosed? Y/N

Observation Pipes? Yes/No  Amount of effluent in Pits

Notes

Maintenance

Septic Tank /Grease Trap Pump Out Frequency?

Liquid Waste Hauler Who Pumps

Date of Last Pump Out (system should be pumped as part of tank inspection)

Was Effluent Flowing Back to the Tank from the Drainage System?

Notes:

Are all fixtures plumbed to the OSDS? Yes/No

Is there a water treatment system on the water supply? Yes/No  If Yes, where is effluent
discharging?

Any previous repairs to this system?

Notes:

Please enclose a site plan with this inspection form.
Return to:

Baltimore County EPS

Groundwater Management

111 West Chesapeake Ave., Room 319
Towson, Maryland 21204

Phone: 410-887-2762
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Water Usage Summary (page 1)

Property Address:

Property Owner:

Property Owner Address:

Owner Phone Number: Owner Email:

Operator Name:

Operator Address:

Operator Phone Number: Operator Email:

Name of Person Completing this Form:

Affiliation with Property:

By signing below | certify that the information submitted below is accurate to true to the best of

my knowledge.

Signature:

Date:

1. Provide a detailed description of the type of facility to be served by private well and/or OSDS.

Include the hours of operation, number of employees (part-time and full time). If a food
service facility, include the number of seats, and an interior floor plan of the facility. For

churches and banquet halls, include the frequency and number of services or special events.

For existing facilities, explain proposed changes as they affect capacity.
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Water Usage Summary (page 2)

2. Provide an estimate of the projected peak daily water usage that will discharge to the OSDS.
Sewage flows must be justified through actual water meter information or based on MDE
and/or US EPA wastewater flow estimates. Water meter information must include daily
readings collected over a 2 month consecutive period inclusive of the months of maximum
water usage. If cooling water from ice machines is directed to OSDS, estimate the volume
from this source separately. Attach documentation as needed.

3. Provide the number of wells and construction for each well serving the property. Include well
tag numbers, total depth, casing depth, and well yield information. Show the location of each
well on a site plan along with the location of water lines outside of the building.

4. Provide a description of the water treatment devices that are installed on the water supply
(e.g., neutralizer, softener, reverse osmosis, ultraviolet light, etc.). Include documentation for
the most recent water quality tests for bacteria, and nitrates, and any other water monitoring
results that may be available.

Return to:

Baltimore County EPS

Groundwater Management

111 West Chesapeake Ave., Room 319
Towson, Maryland 21204

Phone: 410-887-2762



