
 
 
 
 
 
 
     November 5, 2015 
 
Mr. Devin Leary 
Human & Rohde Inc. 
512 Virginia Ave  
Towson, MD 21286 
 
 RE: USS at 10331 S. Dolfield Road 
  Forest Buffer Variance 
  Tracking # 04-15-2102 
 
Dear Mr. Leary: 

 
A request for a variance from the Law for the Protection of Water Quality, Streams, 

Wetlands and Floodplains (i.e. Forest Buffer Law) was received by this Department of 
Environmental Protection and Sustainability (EPS) on November 2, 2015.  This request 
proposes to not establish the 18,690-square foot Forest Buffer Easement on the 2.77-acre 
commercially developed site in order to expand the existing industrial operation.  No 
mitigation is proposed for loss of potential buffer. However, it should be noted that the 
stream, a Use I tributary to Gwynns Falls, had been straightened and channelized by the 
County or State to construct South Dolfield Road and I-795/Owings Mills Blvd. interchange.  
Furthermore, the entire site, including the area that would be Forest Buffer Easement, is 
impervious.   
 

This Department has reviewed your request, and has determined that an unreasonable 
hardship would result due to the fact that the site was fully developed well prior to the 
inception of the Forest Buffer Law such that full compliance would require removal of 
existing buildings and establishment of undisturbed Forest Buffer Easement.  We further find 
that the potential for impacts to water quality and aquatic resources as a result of this proposal 
are minimal given the current state of the buffer and the fact that no new impacts to buffer or 
water quality are proposed.  Therefore, we will grant this request in accordance with Section 
33-3-106 of the Baltimore County Code with the following conditions: 
 

1. The proposed construction shall not directly impact the stream system that generates 
the Forest Buffer at issue.  Any impact to that stream will require a new Forest Buffer 
variance request as well as a Joint Permit Application to Maryland Department of the 
Environment and U.S Army Corps of Engineers.   

 
2. The following note must appear on all plans and plats submitted for this project: 

“A variance was granted on November 5, 2015 by the Baltimore County Department 
of Environmental Protection and Sustainability from the Law for the Protection of 
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Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains to waive establishment of a Forest 
Buffer Easement.” 
 

It is the intent of this Department to approve this variance subject to the above conditions.  
Any changes to site layout may require submittal of revised plans and an amended variance 
request. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Mr. Glenn 
Shaffer at 410-887-3980. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 

Vincent J. Gardina 
Director 
 
 
VJG/ges  
 
 
c. Mr. Adam Mendelbaum, Leyden Evergreen, LLC 
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