
 
 
 
 
 

October 16, 2015 
 
Mr. John P. Canoles 
Eco-Science Professionals, Inc. 
P.O. Box 5006 
Glen Arm, Maryland 21057 
 

Re: Lake Roland Environmental Education Center 
  Forest Buffer Variance 

Tracking # 02-15-1987 
 
Dear Mr. Canoles: 
 

A request for a variance from the Law for the Protection of Water Quality, Streams, 
Wetlands and Floodplains was received by this Department of Environmental Protection 
and Sustainability (EPS) on June 5, 2015.  A revised request and supplemental 
information were received on September 1, 2015 and October 14, 2015, respectively. If 
granted, the variance would allow the construction of a handicap accessible 30’ x 90’ 
environmental education center within the Forest Buffer on the County-owned property.   

 
The application shows five possible building locations and evaluates thirteen 

objectives and constraints for each.  Virtually all of the property would be in Forest 
Buffer.  Consequently, a practical difficulty exists in that a reasonably sized nature center 
cannot be built without impacting some Forest Buffer area.  Furthermore, the design and 
location of the center and its access has been designed to minimize direct impacts to 
water quality and the Forest Buffer.  Additionally, mitigation can be provided offsite to 
further minimize impacts to water quality.  Therefore, this Department will grant the 
variance, based on the most recent submission, contingent upon the following conditions 
being met: 

 
1. The limit of disturbance for constructing the nature center, its access and utilities 

shall be as shown on the plan included with the latest variance application and 
shall not exceed 6,700 square feet in the Forest Buffer. 

 
2. Impacts to the Forest Buffer shall be mitigated offsite at 2:1 for a total of 13,400 

square feet (0.3 acre) of buffer mitigation to occur at an EPS-approved mitigation 
bank.  A letter authorizing the purchase of offsite mitigation credit is enclosed for 
your client’s use.  Documentation of the mitigation purchase (i.e. executed bank 
letter) must be provided to EPS prior to building permit approval. 
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3. The remaining Forest Buffer adjacent to the proposed building shall be posted 
with “Forest Buffer-Do not Disturb” signs at 75-foot intervals. Sign specifications 
and a list of suppliers are enclosed for your use. 
 

4. The following notes must appear on all plans submitted for this project: 
 

“On October 16, 2015, a variance was granted by the Baltimore County 
Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability from the Law for the 
Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands, and Floodplains.  The Forest 
Buffer Easement shown hereon is reflective of the fact that this variance was 
granted.  Conditions were placed on this variance to reduce water quality impacts 
including posting the limits of the undisturbed Forest Buffer with informational 
and protective signage.” 
 

5. High visibility safety fence shall be installed along the limit of disturbance prior 
to commencement of any clearing or grading activities.  The location of this fence 
shall be checked onsite by EPS staff. 

 
6. The Forest Buffer Protection Plan (FBPP) shall be revised to address the 

conditions of this variance and shall be approved by this Department prior to 
issuance of any grading or building permit.  The means of providing the offsite 
mitigation must be specified on the FBPP. 

 
It is the intent of this Department to approve this variance subject to the above 

conditions.  Any changes to site layout may require submittal of revised plans and a new 
variance request. 
 

Please have the County representative responsible for meeting the conditions of this 
variance sign the statement on the next page and return a signed copy of this letter to this 
Department within 21 calendar days.  Failure to return a signed copy may render this 
approval null and void, or may result in delays in the processing of plans for this project. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Ms. Patricia 
Farr at (410) 887-3980. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Vincent J Gardina 
Director 
 
VJG/msk 
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Enclosures (2) 
 
 
c. (w/encl.) Mr. Bill Sherd, Office of Property Management 
 
 
 
 
I/we agree to the above conditions to bring my/our property into compliance with the 
Law for the Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
County Representative’s Signature     Date 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Printed Name 
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