COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND
Legidative Session 2010, Legidative Day No. 11

Resolution No. 49-10

Mr. Kevin Kamenetz, Councilman

By the County Council, June 7, 2010

A RESOLUTION of the Batimore County Council urging the creation of a regiona
management authority to specificaly addressthe futureinfrastructure needs of the County’s public
water and sewer sysem.

WHEREAS, four recent water main breaksin several areas of the County have graphicdly
demonstrated that the County’ s public water infrastructure may be approaching the end of its useful
life; and

WHEREAS, the staggering cost of maintaining, operating, rehabilitating, and replacing the
County’s, and the entireregion’s, aging public utility infrastructure requires a partnership between
federd, stateand local government, and between |ocal governmentsintheregion served by thewater
system; and

WHEREAS, the current processfor the management of the County water system was created
in 1924 when the General Assembly of Maryland approved the Metropolitan District Act; and

WHEREAS, under the Metropolitan District Act, Baltimore City provides water to the
Metropolitan District at cost. Water, principally from sources|ocated within the County, istreated,
delivered and distributed by the City to County residents, and the City billsfor these services at rates
designed to reimburse the City at cost. By agreement, the City operates and maintains all water
facilitiesand infrastructure, and the County paysits share of thecost for facilitiesin the County; and

WHEREAS, under the agreement, the City and County have also agreed to pay for certain



new capital projectsand therepair and enlargement of additionsor improvementsto certain existing
water facilities on a specified pro-rata basis; and

WHEREAS, similar arrangements exist with other counties in the region for the provision
of water and sewer services, and

WHEREAS, the existing system has for many years served the residents of the region well,
but the condition of theinfrastructure arguesfor areview of the current system and the consideration
of anew method of handling the water and sewer needs of the region; and

WHEREAS, the County Council believes that Baltimore County and all other involved
jurisdictions should cons der the creati on of an independent regional management authority to handle
the water and sewer needs of the region; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE COUNTY,
MARY LAND, that the County Administrationisurged to investigae, along with representatives of
State government, Baltimore City, and the counties served by the Metropolitan District law, the
feasibility of creating an independent regional water/sewer management authority to handle the

region’s water and sewer needs.
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