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TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PARKING FROM THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITY ACT ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES (ADAAG) AND THE CODE OF 

MARYLAND REGULATIONS COMAR 05.02.02 
This document is intended for guidance only.  For a complete set of references see ADAAG and The Maryland Building Codes 
in their entireties.  Not all illustrations/Figures are repeated in this document.  A complete copy of ADAAG is available on the 
web at http://www.access-board.gov/adaag/html/adaag.htm A complete copy of COMAR 05.02.02 is available on the web at  
http://lhi5.umbc.edu/dhcd2/access.htm References in Italics are explanatory only and not part of the code. Items in Red are 
additional Maryland Requirements 

 
Minimum Number of Accessible Parking Spaces 

COMAR 05.02.02 
Total Number 

of Parking Spaces Provided 
(per lot) 

Total Minimum 
Number of Accessible Parking 

Spaces (60" & 96" aisles) 

Van Accessible Parking Spaces
with min. 96" wide access 

aisle 

Accessible Parking 
Spaces with min. 60" wide 

access aisle 
 Column A   

1 to 25 1 1 0 
26 to 50 2 1 1 
51 to 75 3 1 2 

76 to 100 4 1 3 
101 to 150 5 2 3 
151 to 200 6 2 4 
201 to 300 7 2 5 
301 to 400 8 2 6 
401 to 500 9 3 6 
501 to 1000 2% of total parking provided 

in each lot 
1/4 of Column A* 3/4 of Column A** 

1001 and over 20 plus 1 for 
each 100 over 1000 

 
1/4 of Column A* 

 
3/4 of Column A** 

* one out of every 4 accessible spaces ** 3 out of every 4 accessible parking spaces 

Except as provided in (b), access aisles adjacent to accessible spaces shall be 60 in (1525 mm) wide 
minimum.  

(b) One in every four accessible spaces, but not less than one, shall be served 
by an access aisle 96 in (2440 mm) wide minimum and shall be designated 
"van accessible" as required by COMAR 05.02.02, EFFECTIVE MARCH 18, 
2002. The vertical clearance at such spaces shall comply with 4.6.5. All such 
spaces may be grouped on one level of a parking structure.  

EXCEPTION: Provision of all required parking spaces in conformance with 
"Universal Parking Design is permitted.  

 (d) At facilities providing MEDICAL CARE and other services for persons 
with mobility impairments, parking spaces complying with 4.6 shall be 
provided in accordance with 4.1.2(5)(a) except as follows:  

(i) OUTPATIENT UNITS and facilities: 10 percent of the total number of parking spaces 
provided serving each such outpatient unit or facility;  

(ii) Units and facilities that specialize IN TREATMENT OR SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH 
MOBILITY IMPAIRMENTS: 20 percent of the total number of parking spaces provided serving 
each such unit or facility.  

(e)* VALET PARKING: Valet parking facilities shall provide a passenger loading zone complying with 
4.6.6 located on an accessible route to the entrance of the facility. Paragraphs 5(a), 5(b), and 5(d) of this 
section do not apply to valet parking facilities.  
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ADAAG 4.6.1 Minimum Number. Parking spaces required to be accessible by 4.1 shall comply with 4.6.2 
through 4.6.5. Passenger loading zones required to be accessible by 4.1 shall comply with 4.6.5 and 4.6.6.  
 
ADAAG 4.6.2 Location. Accessible parking spaces serving a particular building shall be located on the shortest 
accessible route of travel from adjacent parking to an accessible entrance. In parking facilities that do not serve 
a particular building, accessible parking shall be located on the shortest accessible route of travel to an 
accessible pedestrian entrance of the parking facility. In buildings with multiple accessible entrances with 
adjacent parking, accessible parking spaces shall be dispersed and located closest to the accessible entrances.  
 
ADAAG 4.6.3* Parking Spaces. Accessible parking spaces shall be at 
least 96 in (2440 mm) wide. Parking access aisles shall be part of an 
accessible route to the building or facility entrance and shall comply 
with 4.3. Two accessible parking spaces may share a common access 
aisle (see Fig. 9). Parked vehicle overhangs shall not reduce the clear 
width of an accessible route. Parking spaces and access aisles shall be 
level with surface slopes not exceeding 1:50 (2%) in all directions.  
        
 
ADAAG 4.6.5* Vertical Clearance. Provide minimum vertical 
clearance of 114 in (2895 mm) at accessible passenger loading zones 
and along at least one vehicle access route to such areas from site 
entrance(s) and exit(s). At parking spaces complying with 4.1.2(5)(b), 
provide minimum vertical clearance of 98 in (2490 mm) at the parking 
space and along at least one vehicle access route to such spaces from site entrance(s) and exit(s).     
 
4.6.6 Passenger Loading Zones. Passenger loading zones shall provide an 
access aisle at least 60 in (1525 mm) wide and 20 ft (240 in)(6100 mm) long 
adjacent and parallel to the vehicle pull-up space (see Fig. 10). If there are 
curbs between the access aisle and the vehicle pull-up space, then a curb 
ramp complying with 4.7 shall be provided. Vehicle standing spaces and 
access aisles shall be level with surface slopes not exceeding 1:50 (2%) in all 
directions.  
          
 
 
ADAAG 4.6.4* covers signage but 
COMAR 05.02.02 exceeds ADAAG.  It 
requires that: 
D. Parking Space Signs—Public and 
Private Facilities. 
(1) The parking areas of all buildings and 
facilities, including the buildings and 
facilities of State and local governments, 
shall identify each accessible parking 
space by a sign. 
 
 
(2) If the sign in §D(1) of this regulation 
is: 
(a) Not placed flush against a building, 
structure, or other location that does not 
obstruct vehicle or pedestrian traffic, it 
shall be at least 7 feet above the ground; 
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(b) Placed flush against a building structure or other location that does not obstruct vehicle or pedestrian traffic, 
it shall be at least 6 feet, and not more than 10 feet, above the ground. 
(3) Signs shall bear the international symbol of access and the words "Reserved Parking", and shall be in 
conformance with the requirements for uniform traffic control devices under Transportation Article, §25-104, 
Annotated Code of Maryland. (See Regulation .12 of this chapter for explanatory material.) 
 
(4) Each van-accessible parking space shall be identified with a 
supplemental "Van Accessible" sign in conformance with the 
requirements for uniform traffic control devices under Transportation 
Article, §25-104, Annotated Code of Maryland (See 
Regulation .12 of this chapter for explanatory material.) 

 
 
 
(5) Each van-accessible parking space 
aisle shall be identified with a 
supplemental "No 
Parking" sign in conformance with the 
requirements for uniform traffic control 
devices under Transportation Article, 
§25-104, Annotated Code of Maryland 
(See Regulation .12 of this chapter for 
explanatory material.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


