BALTIMORE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT LAW LIBRARY RESOURCE GUIDE

LEGAL CITATIONS FOR BEGINNERS

When judgesand lawyersrefer to the law or quote the law, they usereferences caled legd citations. These citations
are usudly to a date or Federd datute (law), a court opinion, a regulation, or a well-known legd tregtise. The
diagramsand examplesin thisguide are designed to ass s the beginning lega researcher in recognizing different types
of legd citations.

Y ou may ask the Batimore County Circuit Court Law Library aff to help you find legal materid. However, by law
the Library staff can only provide access to legd information; the saff must never givelegd adviceor interpret legd
materids. Therefore, for further assstance it would probably be best to consult an attorney.

MARYLAND LEGAL CITATIONS

REPORTED COURT OPINIONS — Court opinions are found in series of volumes cdled "reporters” They
contain decisonsfrom the highest courts of astate. Decisonsfrom the Maryland Court of Appedls (the state'shighest
court) are located in the MARY LAND REPORTS, while decisions from the Court of Specid Appeds (the Sate's
second highest court) are contained inthe MARY LAND APPELLATE REPORTS.

Batson v. Shiflett, 325 Md. 684 (1982).

v v

Plaintiff efendant age Date
Versus Volume
MARYLAND REPORTS

Long v. Maryland, 7 Md. App. 256, 259 (1969).

Plaintiff Defendantl Beginning Page u Date
Versus  Volume Cited Page

MARYLAND APPELLATE REPORTS

Garay v. Overholtzer, 332 M d. 339, 631 A.2d 429 (1993).— Thiscasehasapardld citation, meaning that it can
be found in 2 different volumes. Maryland Reports and the ATLANTIC REPORTER 2nd SERIES (another
reporter which also contains Maryland decisions).

Blakev. Blake, No. 14, dlip op. at 2 (Md. Jan. 25, 1996). — Some cases aretoo new to bein reporters, so they
arefound in loosdeaf pages cdled dip opinions (kept at the Reference Desk). Thiscitation, for example, refersto
CASE NUMBER 14 of the Maryland Court of Appedls (abbreviated "Md.") and PAGE 2 of the opinion. Note
that the FILING DATE of the opinionisaso used.
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ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND —ThelLaw Library provides 2 versonsof the Code. Thered and black
colored volumes are published by Lexis. West publishes the predominately tan colored verson. Both publishers
arrangether seriesaphabeticdly by subject (seethefirst example). However, afew old-gyleblack volumesofficaly
remain. These volumes are organized by article number, rather than by subject (see the second example).

Md. Code Ann., Estates & Trusts § 2-102 (1991).

y

Maryland Code Volume Title-Subtitle Date

Md. Ann. Code art. 27, 8 426 (1957, 1987 Repl. Vol.)

Maryland Code Article Section Most*&ecent Revision Date
Original Publication Date

MARYLAND RUL ESOF PROCEDURE -- TheMaryland Rulesarein two softbound volumes shel ved after the
Annotated Code.

Md. Rule 6-301.

Title Chapter
Maryland Rules

Md. Rule BP7
Some Maryland Rules have unusua numbers, such asthe above citation. These Rules are located in Volume Two.

CODE OF MARYLAND REGULATIONS — Maryland state agency regulations, popularly known by the
acronym COMAR, are kept in large red binders arranged by title number.

COMAR 10.07.03.24

Title Regulation
Code of Md. Chapter
Regulations Subtitle
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FEDERAL LEGAL CITATIONS

REPORTED COURT OPINIONS — U.S. Supreme Court cases, like the one below, may be listed in three
different series or reporters: UNITED STATES REPORTS (abbreviated U.S,, thisis the officid version of case
decisons), SUPREME COURT REPORTER (S. Ct., this West publication includes the case decison aswell as
headnotes with referencesto West’ stopic and Key number system), and UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT
REPORTS, LAWY ERS EDITION (L. Ed., thisLexis publication includesthe origind decision aswell asheadnotes
leading to the ALR digest aswdll as counsd briefs). Recent decisonsmay belocated in UNITED STATESLAW
WEEK (U.SL.W.) newdetter.

Southern Pac. Co. v. Jensen, 244U S. 205 (1917)
v
Plaintiff Versus Defendant Volume Page Date

UNITED STATES REPORTS

Federal Courts of Appedls cases are contained in the FEDERAL REPORTER 1g, 2™, and 3rd editions. Federd
Didtrict Court cases are reported in a series of volumes entitled the FEDERAL SUPPLEMENT (abbreviated F.

Supp.).

Environmental Defense Fund v. EPA 465 F.2d 528 (D.C. Clr 1972).
v

Plaintiff Versus Defendant Volum age Court Year
FEDERAL REPORTER, 2nd EDITION

UNITED STATES CODE - Federd datutes can be found in the unannotated UNITED STATES CODE
(abbreviated U.S.C., published by the Government Printing Office) and in other code volumes which are privately
published. Thelatter includethe UNITED STATESCODE ANNOTATED (U.S.CA., published by West) and the
UNITED STATES CODE SERVICE (U.S.C.S,, published by Lexis). Thesesariesareboth annotated, meaning thet
they refer to other court cases and statutes which may be of interest.

42 U.S. X§ 19i3 (1988&

Volume Section Year
UNITED STATES CODE

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS — The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) contains Federd agency
regulations. New updatesto the CFR may befound inthe FEDERAL REGISTER (abbreviated Fed. Reg.) (shelved
adjacent to the CFR).

16 C.F.R. § 444 (1991).

v \’ X
Volume Section Year
CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS
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OTHER LEGAL CITATIONS

REPORTED COURT OPINIONS OF OTHER STATES —West Publishing Company collects court opinions
from the highest state courts and produces regiond reporters (which are now in their second editions), including the
ATLANTIC REPORTER (abbreviated A.2d), NORTH EASTERN REPORTER (N.E.2d), NORTH WESTERN
REPORTER (N.W.2d), PACIFIC REPORTER (P.2d), SOUTH EASTERN REPORTER (S.E.2d), SOUTHERN
REPORTER (So. 2d), and the SOUTH WESTERN REPORTER (SW.2d). The Baltimore County Circuit Court
Law Library retains dl of the above-mentioned volumes.

Lane v. State, 364 N.E.2d 756 ﬁnd. @ \
Plaintiff lDe+endant age State Court Year
Versus Volume NORTH EASTERN REPORTER, 2ND EDITION

LEGAL TREATISES — Legd trestises are books about specific areas of the law which are hepful to the legd
researcher.

Allan J. Gibber, Gibber on Estate Administration¢8 (3rd id. 199+1).

Author Title Page Reference Edition Year

LEGAL PERIODICAL S— Law reviews published by law schoolsand other legd journds contain scholarly articles
about specific legd issues. They are dso hdpful to the lega researcher.

Jane Smith, Drunk Driving Laws, 18 U. Balt. L. Rev. 11 Q<988).
4

v X v L

Author Article Title Volume Page Year
UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE LAW REVIEW

OTHER CITATIONS- Therearemany other formsof citations--abrief guide such asthisone can only providethe
basics. Please fed free to ask the Library Staff any questions about legd research. Good luck!
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